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. .¦CXTmr HIKE -THE RIDING SCHOOL BCODIMO.

" h* St««i bit the n ill square on the bead on
S ruriav.' e\cUlmed a young man to a stab re¬

porter whom hf met on the street.
. How ilo j 011 Man?" asked the reporter.
. Why, tn printing that Interview about high

r«uw hT* In the city," ww the reply, "it tallies
etactly with my experience. I have been trying
t>> rent a bouse for or tao a month, hat it seems
Impossible to do so. Even tv real-estate agents
t Hi me that koines of this character are very
s--apv. But I don't n«ed the aid of expert testu
luony on tals point; my own experience la suffi¬
cient. As I cant get a house that comes within
i>.y mean- 1 am compelled to bivrl occasionally
1 start out wirh the Inte-itlon of renting a bouse,
an I 1 travel all over the cut to look at houses
which I discover are not worth 115 a month,
although f-\ *ml >-ten **). Is ask-il. A oouse
Laat la at al d-slrable Is to !>. $115, and even
yto. per month. I was talking with a friend of
ndu", ao- 1-iuif fc."'. who iu.-d l>' re a few years
afx but l« now rWi llnir In PWlaiielphla lie told
lr Ui.it »hl'e here be was b ljfd to board, an be
Was QtiU'* to pay the real* a *od. When lie 2rst
venr, io imiuil- Uibla lie rented a home . onlalnlng
elent r<«»n.N .i.<»'ly finished, ami within twenty
luinurenof iii* pi tee o. budm-ss by the cab:e road.
T be p-nl was $iy per month, and irterwarfl h<» d^-
trfrriuneif tobuj the house. H-1 paid a small amount
of moriev .i-

. and th-u ti">
p-r raonth UDtll he had -eeured a home. It would
i ike eight or tine years to buy a house at this rate
here."

mitr rral r*r»TB iornts sat.
«i|iH»-.n--nU/ m tal&lng with a number of real

r«tafe .»i»-nt-s tbe substance of this cotnpl.vnt was

lie-nT^-ne.!, and a Tan -ty of opinions were ex-

pressrsj.
one lealer'si^ "It Is true that there are not

Lim.v ii t."<- character InciM for rent.
'1 het»r »p- plenty >>l house, that »P- vacant, but the
rei.t i«a>-d is nii-M'Tihly higle-r, ranging froin
s.iu 111|4."t. >.. K I think, the high price
of land. \o one can >r r<l to buy land at $l and
Jl.:!"- per foot an<l bin Id a house to rent for $^5 per
in nth. An average -\ity loi at such flaunt* would
cost (.'.ADO ami upw«r»V. At the pro-a-nt time It Is
bapunxioie to bay laul In t he northwest section,
west of l.ib street ami Inside of Boundary, at a
less rale. The -<am- 14 true In other localities
wnlch ar* convenient of tccesa. In order to buy
ground fi>r 5l> and 75 c»-nto per foot you have to go
some J.st»:.ce from the ositer of th>- city. Then
there l> anot ber fi-at up- * hlch tends u> keep up
frtn, and that is the preTAlent Idea that property
Ml pay 10 and 1*.' per tvnf (rross on the money
loT>»si«sl. penple h»*r'- are rn>t sallstled with a low
rate of lntep->t. They want k o make m, H or 10 per
*»*nt u^t. while In ifther cities people are con¬
tented with a much lower ran? of interest, proilil-
imc only that thetr monev Is aately Invented. Of
t .urse 'here Is ihe eouugncy which ever> prop-
erty-ow ner must consider of hi* houses IkIiik for a
a time wrbout tenants, but In thlr> city wheu a
house Is ;n t(ood condition, and when the rent Is
lair, such a contingency rarelj* occurs."

"It la all non-ense." remarked another dealer,
to whom the matter wis ment.vn-d. "Th> re ap'

ii.eniy of houses which can be p>nted for f.*5 and
:w pr m.ujih, and in if>od locall-'Jes, too. A tn.in
wno wants to buy a house can s*v'ure the b.>st
leims. Ihla cia-ai Is encouratf'il b..v all dealers »s
weU .iaowners, and it is so arraiVjed that the
rtwauly uistaLlinents are not much greater than
the rent. That la not the trouble. The people
here are too particular. The mnjortt.' want a jri'i
house in a |7."> nelKht'orhooil. Nearly .ill our ap-
plli ants drsure a houv in the aortbweM section,
or in some other fu9hlonaole lm allty. They also
waot a aoiise with some style about li", and, of
.nurse. If they gratify -uch tastes, they itiiist <.*-
oect to pny for It. The jfreat 'l'-slre Is to lie in a
1-jcadty that Is central. There are ¦*> many people
who won't walk, and even iho-<ewho live Vslen-
tary lives ride back and rorwani In the atrevi' c;irs
to their places or Mi>iri'-*s The le-idlnif objection
that we he.«r to property that we olTer tor reu.% Is
not so much the price as that it Is so tar away, or
ew that the neighborhood is not stylLsh."
"llafe y an> hou-es on y .ur list that rent foT

$25 and FM) pi r month?" xsked the reporter.
"Ortaicly I have," ».is the quick p-sponse.

..There Is a bouse containing six romnson I' nlreet,
bet ween lHh and loth streets northwest, which I
will rent for till.'-O i«* r nmutli. 'Ihen then <r
Mtn-rwn bouses on T str.-et, bet w,-en liiui and
iTtn *tri*ts n .rtiiW' st, winch rent tor ii"» per
tionth. out' street nortbeast, near Llie olu Park,
there are se»eti-room houses which can be rented
for J.'i. There ap* some houses on U stp>et near
U»li sip*et DOftbrast, and the rental Is|9). Then
on l«t!i street northwest,ne;lr the lloundarv, there
are nine-room houses wnlch cau t>- reuied for

oa * stre»-t northwest, near '"Id street. I
cau p-nt you a i.:, -r » rn i,oii-»- lor $:n> per nuinlh.
These hou^is ap* in ijoi I eondlrion md suitable
tnr any per-«_>n who wmi-^ i comlortable house.
If street-. .ir Um-swep- extemted more generally
thpMighoiu th'- citv. the Muknty that >

l'res«-nl to crowd t.gerhi r In 'onvenicnt and cen¬
tral loeailt.-s would ue. to a large extent, over¬
come. Ken's are high of course in some |>i tious
of the city, but this It Biainly due u the demand
fur houses tiwn' P- aa- going to Like all tftey can
get, and It Is natural to suppue*e ' bat no man will
ask flu lor a house which he can r at for i. '»>.''

i Mt.V WHO BriUIS.
In conversation with a gentleman who builds a

large number of houses of moderate ,-0/eto n»nt, the
reporuw asked him to give the dgures of the cost
of erecting a hou^e which could be rented for $J5
per month.
The oust," was the reply, "depends very much

on the price of the l.tno. You can't erect a good
alx-piom house on land (aat cmu$l a foot and af¬
ford to rent it for f.r, per month. \ on can readily
uader-tand way that Ls so. Kor Instance: Sup-
pose '.he lot is l'ixso leet.and It would bt unusual
to iivl a lot of that si/" unless you bout'ht a large
block of .ami and made a ->ub>uvl»ion.such a
lot at SI per r»>t would cost fl.-jNii Now li would
take yj. i ajo to build a goo<I -j\--oom houv, with
bath room and all the m xlerh improvements. K
could, however, be properly built for such a sum,
and It would n t be thr ovn toirether asago.«l
inany houses are that are bunt by speculator.-.
The total ,-ost, as you iee, would be $3^80, and
the mnntnlT rental of fwould pay a ^ross reve¬
nue of a trifle over » per cent. This Lt not con-
irtdered a good investment, f r the reason that the
taxat and insurance yearty mould amounltoabour
two per cent, thus leaving something over 7
per cent as the net revenue. But this amouur is
liable tor all ibe P'palrs wtilch have to be made,
and then ' here is the contingency of the house
being without a tonant for a month or so in a
year. If the griund Is purch.L-*-<l lor 75 ceut.-. a
fo«X. then I think that It would pay toereet uponIt a fci.UUO hotije, and rent it at tue ngure natueil."
"1 he dlfUeulty." he continued, "that pp-sentsltstll is to i^t such ground lr, a part of the citywhere goal friants wou.d tie Ukely to go. If yourented to a class of tenants wno abused your

property, 15 per cent wooid hardly reimburse
you lor the damage that would be-.untamed, 1 hep-
Is one tbing quite certain that p-nts will p-maln
high so long as people object to Uvlug aoinc dls-
tam e away from the center of buslni .->a. Trusob-
J'stim has caused in the first place the highrents and in th - second place the Improvement of
wbute squares with a class of bouses which rent
from |1'.' to $1*. per tnon t h. There is greater need
for bouses renting irom til to $.») per month, and
by the expenditure of more monev in making Im¬
provement s thb. prci-m,- n«i| w. uid lie met and the
character jf lora^Uea entirely cbaiig>>l. The men
wh.i make tne most money in thl- city by Invest¬
ing In real estate.1 don't mean mere speculation.
are the mm wuo bulid fc'ood su'istaniul houses,
on account of the construction and because such
bouses attract a superior i .a-^s of tenants, iheyHave few p p^irs to make. But It you suggest to
a man to undertake improvements of this class In
a li*-ailty that Is, perhap-, siiue distance away,be would lau^h at you. He Is convinced that the
class of tenants he would like to have won't be
willing to go that far. The consequence Is that
such localities »re being Improved by nouses of an
inferior cnaracter and people complain tn.it theycant 8ml a smlAble place to live."

arracTs or rn* guoi xd rint sr.-TM.
"T'eople talk about high rent,' observed another

extentfve builder, "but 1 will venture the assertion
that In no « uy are better and more convenient
liouse* to be rented for the money than In this
« >»y one p-ason Is there are no gpiund-rents hep-'i"he land goes * 1th the Improvements, c,roumllren's, ruunlng a» they do for a tenu of ymrs andaffording a perfectly sab-investmeMt |Mi Astbem pr t -meats revert to the laml-owner ua,,uthe expiration of the tlru-. t lie holder of the leasetai.ds as cheaply as poaelt le. It is natural th itLr should d" -s but you can see t bat the amountof money Invested is comparatively ,mai| an<1brm e ths rent.- ire corre<[io;i.iingly KrnalL TheH9KI of suth a lystciu is ti.ul for ?h^ cltv and f(»riBiJiviiJuol, b»* owner or U'ninLl^up*. id ji ciiy wftfn* td»- lacl h leaml auJ

occopv hot!«e,of an inferioricraoe. There is sot the steady ap.ireciationIn values as w4,ere Ur_-e .»um- of money are sni-ntin improvements. U-t of all the owner of thelea* m liable lo find himself in a hole, but intats city a large proportion of the bou<v-s for n.ntan* eri ted as a permanent investment Hemecare Is exenlsed In tlc-lr construction andtaaM Is employed to p :,d-r them attnctiveThe architecture of ,u> c,tj. UsE^yaL<1. variety is reru.riied np«jn byvisitors, and p.l'"lLs equal admiration with that !*.-Mowed upon our weli-pj-.-si btrivts. Now com-pare p-nts aad propertv values here with thoae inMich cities ai New l or* and Hoston, arid aftertak-log into oi>-4deratl< n the ,i ff. p-nce In popuUtlonyou wU] und that property is cheap here. That Istbe t- sUin.r.y uf lntelligeat ;uen, who are familiarwith proper y values m all tiles'- cities. It |a D.t,Just to Say that the same p-i,t ls demanded In thisIcity for a si -p»jui house that Is asked for a ten-
room bouse in another city. The character of mobouses and their p-gpocilve locations and sur-
routaling. Should aUo tie stale4 before tbe com¬
parison can be either complete or accurate."

a waini't cot'vrav nova.
tie»*ge Alfred Towa-«-nd, tbe weiUkaowa author

and newspaper writer, U fond of building. His
country place, GapUod, on Soulb Mountain,
MaryUn l. U where ne pxep tw-s ms fancy la thisline. H. H'ent a day or two here dunng the pastweek, ami, w ben be l-ft tor Oapland he carriedw*b bla» piaas made by Mr. Jaroe»o. HUI, the
ar blte. , for another structure. Hi> house, from
a aistan looks like a sr.all village, li ts, intact, a group of buildings. There Is a structureeoauining the llv mg rooms, another for alibrary, and another serves as a kind of
prv«t>Uon or sltung-mom. Thea ttu-rs is abui.ding for_ a stable, aaoiher for an ice-bouM, a handsome barn, jxi others for the
various needs of a cuntry botiMk Ills Mews are
execaievi ea'lp-ly in sionc, sad the architecturaldesigns are purely or me American school, known
bb the TownseniL He ppjpnse* to build Hits lime,howvvsr. aa addition to th- nous* proper. It will
». a lant* stone buudlng, the lower Snor to be used
aa a btlliard-rooui, and ihe upper story for sJeep-
MC Jf- Towaaead-s place h» near the

I country home of Mrs. Dahlgren, whose South
Mountain iketohes have made that portion of the
country widely known.

TH» RIDtWG SCHOOt. iriLDWO.
Workmen are engaged in completing the large

building at the corner of 2M and P streets, which
fe used as a tiding school. The architect, Mr. iJ. S.
exjper, has arranjfed the plan so that there are
ac^ummo latlonsfo: 140 horses in thestables wh.cn
occiivy the sub-cellar. The riding ring isont.te
next' iloor, and with the exception of the ladled'
recept1on room and the office, the entire space Is
oc'-upi-'for tut purpose. The space immediately
over the i>ont portion of the builiUng Is occupied
by dressing rooms, toilet rooms, &<... and a large
reception ha*l: leading from the hall Is the gallery,
whleh contlni£*ss all arouud the Interior of the
buikiln#.
The property-owners on Meridian Hill have

formed an organlzXloti, to be known as "The Me¬
ridian Hill Improvement Association." Tlie offi¬
cers elected at a meeting held during the week are
a* foilo* .»: E. B. Townseod, president; Frank M.
t,re» ri, Tl.'e-i.rw»i'l«iit; W. L. ClJft, secretary; J°''n
W. Thompson, cuairman of dnauce committee and
treasurir. lut standing comujltwvs are as follows:
Committee on legislation.W. C. Hill, A. I*, rar-
don. O. F. Presbrey, John B. Henderson. J.
H. C. Wllaon, 11. J. Gray. A. A. Freeman.
Thomas H. sheiman, D. G. Ptmiian, Luther
Harrison, John Tweedale, ITT. J. W.
Kawllns, lTof. Miles Rock, N. W, Bnrchell, Rlch-
.rd Dubois; committee on public improvements,
A. P. Fardon, K!' h ird Dubois David Cramuer,
Geo. W. Uni Ins, TUoa. H. Fuller, Morelf .Marean,
Louis P. Shoemaker; committee on llnancs, Jonu
W. Thompson, Frank M. Green. Luther Furer, W.! B. Brown, J. c. Weir; committee on audit, V. r.
Presbrey, A. H. Nixon.
The object of tn - association Is to secure "in me

future a Just share of annual appropriations foT
public Improvements,'' The gentlemen Interested
state that they propose to press this matter before
congress and the commissioners until this sub¬
division receives what they regard adjust recogni¬
tion and attention. '

A Protect frciti Capitol Mill.
To the Editor of The KvENHto Stab:

_There w is one of tlie pretty common screeds
about the high house rents in the city in last Sat¬
urdays Star. These screeds do injury to the city,
aftd are marie, as a rule, by persons not easily
pleased. I have had connection with the building
and renting of eight houses in East Washington,
situated on a paved street, one square from East
Capitol street. The houses front south, four or
rhem a little ujore and the other a little less than

. 1» lee' front, with cellars and bay windows; 48
feet deep, three rooms deep on lower floor, and four
bed-rooms and bath-room on the second and upper
story. The house3 are well finished, with closets
and all modern improvements. The lots are 13b
feet deep and have a good-sized park in front.
These houses have rented at r.'"> a month since
t>ullt, except two to which kitchens were added
and »1 per month added to the rent, and a stable
added to on**, for whleh £2 per month was added
to the rent. 1 think the rent of these bouses Is
about the average rent, of houses on Capitol Hill:
and capltol Hill i= blessed with pure air and good
health, and there Is no more moral people or better
society in this or any other city than is to be found
in iva-d, Washington. They are sober. Industrious
people, who do not engage In drag fox hunts, and
who use tn* nights lor alcep and the day lor work
and business. .* *".

IK»T|t:sTIC DIITHI'LTIIX
( oiii|M't<*nt and lli>nr»lServant* >mle<
M Hake Muuwkrrplnf Popular.

j To the Editor of The Evening Stab:
A reporter lu last. Saturday's Star says that one jwhom he Interviewed complained that Washington

people were driven Into bouriliug-houses because
bouse rents were too high for men of moderate
means. It is very true that a great many people
In Washington are -'driven Into boariling-houses''
.probably a larger proportion of Its citizens than
any other city In the wh' lecountry1 an show.but
experience iud obsi-rv.ition will ascrioe this state
of tiiliiL's. we think, to another cause than highhouse rent, and th.it Is to the difficulty of getting
good and honest, servants. To keep house with
dlshones' servants is more expensive than paying
high rents. To keep house without any servant is
apt lo be very expensive to the health, especially
to the young mother wlios. b iby may require at¬
tention at the s.ime moment that the lnexonble
door-beil Is ringing Its most frantic peal. We know
women who have tried housekeeping under the
conditions which exist here until they were quite
vvtiling to accept a seat at another's table and a
shelter In some other person's house with humble
gratitude. And In many cases there Is very good
reason for gratitude for the comf >rt attainable In
iVtardlng-houses In this city, where the compe 1-
i Win Is kiv it that oulv the excellent succeed In
muklng a living. Beiween the good boai'dlng-
no.i-.-s, the numerous restaurants, and tne.aterers,
»lu' carry In a hot tln-kltclien the well-cooked food
toevvrv house that asks ror them, then- Is proba-
blv n"> cltv lnthi-country better fed for the amount
oi moiAey given tnan this.

> ,-t ii.> spite of all these cor»i> nlent ways of living
In other people's houses there remains a class
who niusJ. have their own house whatever the cori-
d.tlons. \thlle the answer to all applications to
hoarding ifhd UxlKing-house-. is "We don't take
children," those who have them must hunt for
hou>. s to live In. and we see no alleviation for the
p.irems but to .-.-ek to establish a belter reputation
for Young America by Insisting on more orderly
and quiet Iw-havlor In the children. As the case
now often is, none but parents ran be expected to
tolerate them. Apartment housesarelielng erected
lit this city, as Well as In many others, and living
in a flit, or living In rooms partly alleviates the
.ervant difficulty. Although sympathizing with
the lady wiio advertised ia.^t winter In THE Stak, !
that -he would rent her rooms lor -any p-gitlm ite
purpose under heaven except light housekeeping,"
we know that llsht housekeeping can be done In
rooms neatly, and be comtortable lo all parties,Tlie prese nt abundance of canned food makes
cooking light, while gas stoves, sc.. and perhapsIn the near future electricity, certainly promise to jremove the dirt and -<mut which has hithcrio
attended the^preparatioii of food. The expense
attending tht^are of pavements, and the nuisance
oft he door-bell, are all saved to the dweller in
llats or rooms. The abundance oi laundresses in
Washington has banished th'3 horror of vvasldug
day to most housekeepers here. Whether American
Ingenuity will overcome the "Itotnestlc dlfTlculty"
by contrivances which will enable us to do without
servants altogether, or whether our Industrial
training and moral ingenuity will succeed in pro¬
ducing good and honest servants Is an interestingbut as yet an unsolved problem. H. C. 1.
t'oncrrMional Committee* are Too

l.arye.
To the Editor of The Evening Stab
Is there not a reform needed In the matter of

the committees of congress? The committees of
the senate generally comprise nine or eleven mem-
tiers, and those of the House of Representatives
thirteen or flftee.i. These numbers are entirely
too large and the committees are too unwieldy.The result Is that It Is often difficult to procurethe attendance of a quorum, and Important busi¬
ng mu.-t fre»piently be postponed and finally be
neglected by reason of such fal.ure on the part of
members to attend the sessions. This failure Is
n it generally the result of ne 'llgence or careless-
n -sson the part of members, but is the natural
consequence of conflicting duties when the same
members are on -ieveral committees whose meet¬
ings are contemporaneous. It may be said that
this difficulty Ls in a measure obviated by the
division of the several committees into subcom¬
mittees of ttireeor five p»-rsoas. Experience shows
that this Is not the case. And, moreover, this
very fact of sutsllvlsl >nof the several committees
Into subordinate committees ls proof that the
ci.mr mws themselves are too large, and Ls In
Itself a violation of the trust reposed in the whole !
committee, and which the committee has no rightto delegate.
lawyers know that the best courts are those

w hlch are cotuitosed of thn-e or live Judges; and
the sajue reasons would dictate that legislativecommittees should be no larger. When a court or
a committee is larger. It does not hear and ilfljudl-cate; It ojienly or covert ly delegates its function to
!u>me one or more members; and the caprices andthe dangers of the i>ne-inan power are very much
greater in the larger than in the smaller organl/.a-ti"U. Tlie la-t senate bail forty-eight committees,of which thirty-nine were the regular standingcommltti-es. Several of the committees could wellhave been aliollsiied. and their duties conllded toother committees of the body; and each commit-tee should be composed only of three members; |and as far as fn's-ibie no Sen ttor should be placedon two committees. In the House of Kepresenta-'tlves, nve members might well be assigned to eachcommittee.seven possibly to a few of the moreImportant ones; an I as there are nearly sixtycommittees and nearly thn-e hundred Kepresenta- jlivesa, e-u-h member could lie assigned to one com- ]raittec, an.l only to one. it does not require muchthought to nercdve how much better committee jwork, and the work of each House, could be doneunder this s> stem ihaa under the prenent arrange. I
meut. < ertalnly for the continuance of the pres.tut arrangement no good reason can be suggested,

M.
Haa Any Oiw Kver Seen a "Hoop

I SITED STATES NATIONAL MCSCUX.
To the E.!itor of Tub Evkbiwo Sr\B:
A gentlemau has Just told me that recently his

wife, her .iotlicr, and his own mother laughed htm
to scorn and branded htm as an Incorrigible
skeptic because liu denied the existence of a "hoopsnake." one of the ladles, who, by the way. laknown lo he a fruitful woman, avers that whenshe was a child she was chased by a hoop snake.Tbe animal pt.u-ed its tall lu Its mouth androlled along after her like a hoop. The only wayshe saved herself was b> jumping aside quickly loId the serpent p.»s.-». and before he could stralgntenhim.>cif and bend the other way.put his tail Inhis mouth and start a_ain.the narrator had
plucud herself out of harm's reach.

1 myself have heard of this hoop snake, but have
never seen one. In facu, I do not believe that such
an animal exlsta. If any reader of Tbc stab Issufficiently interested on the other aide to take upthe cause of tin- hoop snake now Is his time.In order to open the controversy I flatly denythat any om- liar, ever seen a hoop suake, indeed,thai such a creature exists m the world.

O. T. Mason.
Ktiqnette at a ( hlane Dinner.

From tbe I'tunyu Tribun*
As soon as the guests are seated on the mats

two, and sometimes three, small, low tables are
brought to each. On the one Immediately In front
of him the guest finds seven Utile covered bowls.
on the second tabic will b- Ave other bowls. Thethird, a very small table, should hold three bowls.Take ap tbe chop slkks with Ibe right hand, re¬
move the cover of the rice-bowl with the samehand. tmnsTer It to the left, and place It to the leitof the table. Then remove the cover of the bean
soup anc place it on tbe rice cover. Nest take uptbe rice-howl with tbe right hand, past It to the1 left and eat two mouthful* with the chopsticks,and then drink once from the aoup-bowL And ao
on with the other dteue*.never omitting to eat
some nee between each mouthful of meat, flsh andvegetables, unless you forget which ls your mouthand whfch ls your right hand, or have become aogiddy thai you cannot tell your left hand from achopsuck or your rice-bowl from your third table.

I'HE fOmmEmlOKAL LIBR1RV.
Work Donr, and Preparation* SU4*
lor Constructing Ike nawir* Build-
»"*.

THK CKIf1ST CONTBOTERST TBI CAOSB OF TBI DE-
LAT.WORKSHOP OP THE ARC! ITECT.HOW TBI
D BTAILED FLAMS AIM FKEPAEED.INGENIOUS
METHODS OF TOTTING MATERIALS.THE BIO EXCA¬
VATION.RAPID PROGRESS PROMISED.

Though the progress of construction of the
^ongreasional Uhrarr building has been slow to
tUe external observer, much has been accom¬
plished and Is risible to one who takes pains to
look for it. The high board tence which encloses
the ground even conceals much more of work done
than a casual observer would note. For a build¬
ing or svcb dimensions and pretensions the pre¬
liminary work done is a matter of no small con¬
sideration. It requires time and talent to make
preparations tor a building that is to be second In
size and importance only to the National Capitol.
A Star reporter asnended the stairs of the old%*-l.lncoln" mansion, on the corner of East Capitol*

and 3d streets, and found Mr. J. L. Smlthmeyer,
architect of the Library building. He cheerful y con¬
sented to accompany the reporterover the ground,
and point out wnat had been done toward rearing
tbis great. building. L'Dder his guidance i tour of
t lie entire place was made, and every portion of
the house in which the brain work of the enter-
piise is done was visited.

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE.
In 1WW Congress appropriated $.">00,000 for the

ccnatruction of the Library, and of this sum there
remains unexpended, outside of certain outstand-
Jog liabilities, about $3:15,000. The largtfareaofground purchased for the site has been cleared of
al save live of the buildings that stood upon It.
T»v<fof these are in use for the storage of Con-
gr '-vs.Vnal documents, the others are used as
unite* and store-rooms and tool-houses for the
work In hai>d. The residence formerly occupied
b> Mr. Li'o co.'n. besides containing the oltlcesof
the comintsshrti, Is

THtf WOiXkSHOF OF THE ARCHITECT.
From the attic toe eye takes In the whole ex¬

panse of the sfte. The cellar excavation, whlcn Is
400 by .137 feet fu sH'p, and 10 feet deep, represents
the size of the prnjeA'ed building. It will be cen¬
trally located in tl*; ground, leaving between the
exterior walls and thf? Vreets surrounding a space
of about fifty or sixty l'vVt for an esplanade or for
flower* or other outdoor crrimnentaUon. The ex¬
cavations for foundations «*tend from six to eleven
feet below the cellar, the depth varying In accord¬
ance with the character of Vhe solL These latter
excavations have been about .half completed, and
could have been finished and t.V' foundation walls
laid ere now h.id not the unfori'aiate controversy
over the quality of the cement su'Ck.ulkd by the con¬
tractor arisen.

THE CEMENT TROUBLE.
Under sheds on the we.^t side of the {round are

several thousand barrels of cement, which were
delivered under contract for making the concrete
foundation. The architect Insists tnat the cement
Is not up to the standard that is required; that it
is below the standard specifled In the contratM, as
demonstrated by tests, and he will not accept tl.
The coutrartor maintains that It Is up to the re¬
quired mark and efforts to compel Its acceptanc*by the architect have consumed four mouths of
valuable time which, had it been employed, would
have afforded the gratifying spectacle of the
Library work showing Itself above ground. The
foundation work Is now awaiting only the decision
of this controversy. It only waits for cement that
will meet the approval of the architect to go for¬
ward. In the course of the excavations It was dis¬
covered that a creek had formerly run through
the site, and its bed was Oiled with old bricks,
ston" and rubbish of all sorts. In order to make
substantial foundations along the old creek shafts
had to be sunk to a depth of eleven feet where
solid noil was reached. These shafts will De filled
with concrete.

TESTING THK GROUND.
For the purpose of testing the resist!ug strength

of the soli upon which the foundation?, of the exte-
rlor walls must be laid, a traveling machine was
constructed. In the nrst place tbe bottom of tbe
trenches, which were sunk 6 feet below the cellar,
or 10 feet below the surface, was made entirelylevel. Then the ui ichlne, consisting of a car, bear¬
ing the required weight In pig lead, was placed In
the trenches and placed upon iron rails so that,notwithstanding the enormous weight carried, It,
could be moved along. These rails rested uponfour cast-Iron pedestals, set 4 lift apart each way,each pedestal setting llat upon and exactly cover¬
ing one square foot of ground. Thus one-fourt h of
the entire weight was borne upon each pedestal,and by permuting the weight to remain a given
time, and then observing the effect of the pressure,I lie resisting strength of the ground was deter¬
mined. This machine w as applied as It was gradu¬
ally moved along t he trenches to every loot of the
foundation trenches, and the same test will be ap-pll d to the trenches yet to lie dug. The tests
made demonstrated that the soil would siand a
maximum pressure of 13.3 tons to the square loot,
whereas the pressure of the walls will be but

But It was only shown that there
was a variation of from one-quarter to one and a
quarter inches In the resisting strength of the
soil, aud It is for this reason that the architect
insists so strenuously upon having cement of highgrade tensile strength that the concrete founda¬
tion shall be so mane as to effectually prevent any
sinking and consequent cracking of wails because
of inequalities of solL The soil Is composed of
yellow clay and sand, and promises to be sirong
enough, but assurance should be made doubly
sure, the architect thinks, by the proper Kind of a
cement foundatlou. Besides the bed of the old
creek several old wells aud tbe foundations of an
old brewery were discovered in making the exca¬
vations. one of the wells was iVi feet deep and
contained 12 feet of water.

SEWAGE PROVISION.
The drainage-pipes and ce-<s-pools, sixty-four In

number, have all been laid 0 leet beneath the bot¬
tom of the cellar. These pipes connect with a
sewer, extending around the four sides of the site
outside the building line, wUilch empties Into a
public sewer at the corner of 1st and B streets
southeast. Tnere will oe no danger of sewer-gasor similar evils within the library. At the corner
or Kast Capitol and 2d streets the cellar of the
building will be on a level with the street grade,but at the corner diagonally across.Band 1st.there Is a filling of » feet
above grade, it is along there that the
citizens of Kast Washington have asked that50 feet of the library ground be allowed, to widen
B street. Mr. sniltnmeyer says it would never do
to take off so much of the ground as It would de-
stroy the symmetry of the general appearance-that the building cannot be set farther north,even though t he cost of additional excavation were
not considered. As now projected the central and
main entrance win directly face A street; to re¬
move it farther north would throw the splendidentrance to one side of the street. The architectthinks that 14 feet might ixvtpared from the site,and as the sidewalk on that side is 21 feet in
width, by reducing it to 10 the street could be
widened by 25 feet.

THE DETAILED PLANS.
The second story of the Lincoln building is occu¬

pied by the assistants of the architect, sucti as
draughtsmen, computers, engineers, <to., and the
work done there Is of an Intricate and exactingnature. For every fraction of the building plans
are made; for each section of wall, cross-wall
pavilion, Ac. At present the entire force is ea-
gaged upon the detailed plans of ihe basement, or
first floor al>ove the cellar. These are being bur¬ned with the view of getting contracts made so
that the work may begin with the earliest springweather. The Dlans aud drawings are made, and
then by means of the blue-print process as manycopies of each drawing as are desired Is ob¬
tained. The attic oi the house has been
Oited up for blue-printing, and providedwith all the modern appliances and ma¬
chinery. In the rear and nearly on a level
with the roof an open balcony has been con¬
structed, where the printing is done by means of
exposure to the sun. In a room admltyng only a
very soft light through colored glass the paper Is
prepared for the process. It Is then hung up In adark closet, and when ready for printing is care¬
fully laid in large frames auiFexposed to the sun
through glass Just a.s photographs are printed.By this means accurate copies are obtained at a
nominal cost As the drawing of each section of a
wall or other portion of the building shows the
size, dimensions and shape of each stone to enter
Into the construction, and as each stone is num¬
bered, it can be seen that it is important for the
contractors and all others who have anything todo with the work to have a copy.

ODD-SHAPED STONES
are exhibited on the margin of the drawings with
their respective numbers. These stones will becut
at tbe quar^es In accordance with the drawings
and numbered to correspond; then, when received
here, each Is set In Its designated place accordingto the number it bears. Xot only arc the dimen¬
sions and numbers of the stones set out in the
drawings,but they are entered in books prepared for
the purpose, anil by footing up the figures the ag¬gregate quantity of stone entering Into each small
section of the building Is ascertained. As the
stone, whether marble or granite be used, must be
paid for by the cubic foot, these records stand as a
check upon contractors.
In these sectional or fractional drawings the sev¬

eral tiers of stone composing a wall aredeslgnatedby letters of the alphabet, llence it can be seen
that the preparation of these drawings Is no small
part of the labor. Then there are plans snowingthe system of ventilation and heating. AH these
details must be made up before the construction
of the building is begun In earnest.

THE VENTILATING SYSTEM
Is the one In nse in the Parts library and in all
modern public buildings in Europe. Fresh air Is
introduced from the top of tbe building, and, pass¬
ing through steam colls, goes downward, is dis¬
tributed through the different floors and rooms bymeans of flues, and la ejected as foul air beneath
tbe cellar. The fresh air Is forced or sucked in
from above, where it Is pure; the current Is con¬
tinuous, passing downward, supplying the build¬ing. and escapes or Is thrown out beneath asvitiated, on a lower floor of ihe house are ar¬
ranged the

SAMPLES OF 8T0NK
which have been submitted In response to an-
quest of the commission preliminary to deter¬
mining the material with which the Library shall
be constructed. These samples comprise almost allthe varieties of stone found In this country.Kr*nlt^. marble, freestone, sandstone, limestone,
sc. Though the important question of materialhas not vet been decided 11 Is settled that nothingd*rk.,w.ul.be chosen, as It is the purpose to havethe building correspond in color with Its neighbor,UiecapltoL Each specimen of stone comprisesan 8-inch cube with each of the six sides differ¬
ently drewed that the variety of whlchUls capa¬ble may be exhibited. In addition there are anumber of 1-lnch cubes, wh.ch are designed toshow the pressure that the material can stand.

rxsnxa ra STONE.
When the proper time arrives after the com¬

mission shall have decided upon the character of

the stone.whether It shall be marble or granite.
IM Maples of such material that hare been sub-

v^* w111 1)0 subjected to tests. The 1 Inch
cubes will be placed under crushing machines to
"certain Just how much pressure each can stand.
Then the (raiments of each or these tittle cubes
wl 1 be care;ully analysed to Qnd oat whether any
objectionable ingredients enter Into Its composi¬
tion. Tlie samples that best sttnd those tests
win represent t he material finally chosen, but of
course mntracts will be awarded only after compe¬
tition.

WHERE MODELS ARK MADE.
The basement of the Lincoln House has been

converted Into a complete workshop, where models
of the various portions of the building are con¬
structed. These models are necessary In addition
to the plans and drawings to aid tbe artisans In
entire accuracy. The star repo-ter w»« shown a
model oi the octagoual reading room. It Is a min¬
iature rt presentation of that central feature of the
pnijecte.1 Library in every feature. Kven the
plastering and Inside ornamentation is complete.
Orher models are In processor construction, cor¬
responding with the sectional drawings, and with
these models before them the workmen will be
enabled to remedy anv defect In the designs should
defects occur. Immediately In rear of the house,
between it and the one fronting on 2d street,
which was reserved for present uses, stands plat-
fo m scales. Every load of material is weighed on
these scales before entering the grounds, and the
weight recorded.

TE8TTVQ CIMEVT.
In the basement of the rear building Is the ap¬

paratus for testing cement. In the nrst place in
Process a long, grooved Implement, such as la

,'?r extracting samples of flour. Is employed.
>v ita this about a pound of the cement Is taken
from the center of the barrel. This sample Is
SSh/JSJ0.* upon a P^te of glass. The
soit dou,zn Is then put Into a mould so arranged
as to intie a depression In the center. When the
cement hardens, which is about twenty-four
hours* it Is t-iken out of the mould and Immersed
L. where u remains si* days. Then the

cake is put into a machine devised for
testing its tensile strength. It is gripped between
two sets of clamps and by raising a small lever
J " shot are run through a small funnel Into
,a.'°PP r bucket. When the pressure is all that
the cement can stand, the cuke snaps asunder In
the middle, and the now of shot is stopped. Then
bj weighing the shot on a scale attached to the
machine for that purpose,

THE PRECISE STRENGTH
of the cement is shown. One cake that had been
In water about twenty days was tested In the

P'^oceof The Star reporter, and It showed a
tensile strength of ~50 pounds, whereas the archi¬
tect called for a capacity of .'too pounds. A sample
from every barrel of cement delivered by the con¬
tractors is subjected to this test.
n°2XL?.L.Z tUe .bullJln^ that fronted on

! a r?malns. *"<1 mat is used as
a blacksmith shop and for the storage of
»£* Everything is now in a eonditfm to
[admit of a rapid prosecution of the work, and

hlteet says that as soon as the cement con¬
troversy shall have been settled he will be pre-

ro,rwar« w"h a diligence that will
gratify the people of Washington, and. Indeed, of
rEf- £££. c2un,,.tT- M ,he "Merest, and pride in
iihraJi wh,oh ls W be the largest
callty

world, ls not bounded by any lo-

TME NATIONAL liVARD.
.Haller* of Intrremc to the Different

Militia Organization*.
THE TALK OF THE ARMORIES.BEGINNINO THE OF¬
FICIAL INSPECTIONS.THE REGIMENTAL ORGANIZA¬
TIONS.A PROJECT FOR SECURING A GRAND AR¬

MORV.'TH\ M1I.IT1A EII.L.

The organization of the llrst and second regi¬
ments of the District National Guard ls now about
completed. The newly-elected regimental officers
have yet to pass their examinations and be com¬
missioned In their new rank.
CoL Moore and Lleut.-col. Dalton, by the new ar¬

rangement, are no longer Washington Light Infan¬
try men,or they may be said to be Washington Light
Infant ry men and something more. Their new com¬
mand Includes the Washington Light- Infantry
Corps, several vacancies remain to be niled bv
the elevation or officers. A new major tor the 1st
battalion, or W. L. I. Corps, win have to be elected.
Gen. Ordwoy says the corps has excellent mater-

iii L0U1 w t° "elect a major. Company A
will have to choose a new captain to succeed capt.
Dalton, who goes up higher.
The requirements of the National Guard, though

comprising each but two battalions, are In¬
tended to have three battalions eui'li wlieu com-

P'ef^l- r»ew companies as they are mustered in
will be assigned to the third battalion of one of
the regiments until the quota is rilled. Wnen a
regiment ls complete it will have a colonel, a lieu¬
tenant-colonel and three majors, one for each bat-
tauon.

It Is expected that the senate military commit¬
tee win take up and consider the District militia
bin next week. The report of the board of three
Army officers, to whom the bill was reierred by
thft Secretary or War, ls now Id the possession of
the senate committee. Oen. ordway is hopeful of
securing the passage of the bill at this session.
No opposition to the bill has been manifested.
1 he onry danger feared ls that pressure of other
pnsinestf may delay or prevent Its cou.sliteration by
the Ilou.se.
At present, witlf a few exceptions, the companies

of the Dist rict nilllt la have their separate armories.
1 hey are scattered all over the city. When funds
becomes available, a.s It is hoped will soon be the
ca.se, for renting armories, it ls probable that the I
companies will be grouped in battalions. If not in
regiments. 1 he separation ot the companies form¬
ing a bat tailou, it Is thought, prevents a unity of
feeling and Interest.

J ;

Speaking of armories. Gen. Ordway ls looking
,se, ^lD< lhe Halilmore and Potomac

K.diroad de|H>t as an armory bulldlug If the rall-
fV'a ,,®omEaMJ' compelled to leave Its present
lot at Ion. The depot building ls admirably adapted
for armory purposes. The car sheds with its Im¬
mense roored space, with very little al'eratlon. can
be changed Into a drill room In which a whole
brigade could be maneuvered. In the depot build-
lug are many rooms, conveniently arranged, to
which companies could be assigned. Gen. Ordwav
3would make the HuestJirmory in the coun-

lrv;, ' huge drill-shed would be av;Ulable also as a
publle hall for large conventions, or as a place for
holding inaugural balls.
The enlisted men ot Company A, second bat¬

talion, will assemble at their armorv Monday eve¬
ning, ror the purpose of electing acaptaln, vice M

l'rol"oled> and a second lieutenant,"vice Daniel v. teuton, resigned. j
Upon his own application, First Sergt. Wm F

Cogglns, company B, second battalion, has been '
honorably discharged from the National Guard.
Private Wm. Behn, Company D, nrst battalion,

has been honorably discharged on account of 111
neaitn.

.las. H. Washington, enlisted man of Company
C, sixth batt alion, has been honorably discharged
sloned^'ffii-er1^ acce'>l aPP°lntment as a commls- j
The official Inspections began, according to the

order announced In The Star, with the visit made
. CA annory Thursday evening by

iiUti i , / * 2 8 Company D, of
i i

'. nrHl battalion, was put through
the ordeal that night, and the drill lasted an hour
and ft hall. I he same evening the Washington
continentals, Company A, third battalion,were in¬
spected. Last night Company K, of the rirst bat¬
talion, and company c, third, were inspected.
The Inspections will continue until all the com¬

panies nave been inspected, the dateatlxed being
. l°>Co. A. 1, and A, 2; 17, Co C 1

nu°L Ah' 4> ani^ ". H: 19- ro- «. .% and' b',
.?:**> CO. D. J, and c, «; sst, ca B, 2, and c, 4:
Co. D, 4, and A. 7; Co. D. 7. and 1), 2; :_ti Co B
0, and C, 7; 27, Ca B, 7, and C, 2; :w, Co. A, o, and

The company drills and Inspections now going
on, are more in the nature of preliminary work
and are not competitive. The markings will be
made known In each case only to the captain of
the company, but will not be published otherwise
1 he Intention ls to give tne captain opportunity
to know in what points bis company ls lacking so

fhal?^can "JfTSSf' detects. The results of the
Inspections will be recorded by the adjutant gen¬
eral and will furnish a basis of judging of the im¬
provement made by each company in the future.
As stated in The star the scale of mitrking is as

follows: f>. perfect; 4, good;fair; 2, poor, and 0
complete failure. The company will be m irked
under three heads for exercises without arms as
follows: At a halt. In quick tune, in double time
and under three heads lor exercises under arms as
follows: Manual or the piece, nrlngs in single
rank, and firings in double rant. Tuen the geu-

wtjl be computed, and the "figureof merit will be calculated by multiplying the
general average by the "ractor of attendance "

? k c^.r. ?/ alWndanee" is the quotient ob¬
tained by dividing the attendance at inspection by
the average attendance during the past mouth.
The brigadier general commanding and the

officers of the general staff attend at the armorv
or the 1st battalion at 7:30 o'clock p. m., on the
second and rourth Wednesdays of each month
for the purpose of transacting business or irlvlnir
any information that officers may desire.
Preparations are going forward for two social

events at which national guardsmen win shine
on the 18th Inst, the W. L. L corps mil give a nw

bA'> .Jbe irmor> W1U be handsomely deco-
rated and the affair promises to be brilliant in
every way. The Washington Merchants' Klfles
have arranged also for a ban on the I8tu Inst, at
Grand Army HalL
A general order bas been made directing the Col-

lowing rolls, returns and reports to be made- Bv
company commanders.to be forwarded to the
battalion adjutant.monthly drill and. parade re¬
port, on the last day of each month; quarterly re¬
turn of company, on the last day of Mareh, juE£

a?d, O^ber. To be forwardwi
V1' battalion adjutant to tne adjutant

f®"eral.Annual muster-roll, on the aoth of April-
IJturn of quartermaster's stores, on the

iwlinimiii ^ annual return of ordnance and
Hr hMO.ii.

on lh.e 30111 of November
By battalion commanders.to be forwarded

V"5 r*K?lnental adjutant to the adjutant
a

mU!»ter-roll of neld and staff, onfeMS??It day 01 March-

A general order announces that Privite Wm. H.

Ch**8'M «»« 3d timted sutes artlUery.
the ofltaT Uwnext locttirehetorethe school of

4tb °°- D-
te^hfeu^ P^i? S8 'ouows: Kxecuuvecommiu

"2^.": .>¦ C. *xno^recordii".r^^.aecret^a2aTt iir.
' lhe company will give a nop

KimOAV AT JUL.
H»W Ike takbath D«r laSf«M 1m||

ike ('.¦vie(a.

. wohax who left parcels formirnixD-
THI »»u* bvan<JElS AND THEIR VOU-WI-
***. w tn B0TUNDA low AN INNOCENT tocnti
Mam was sated fro* th* penitentiary.

The doorbell at the Jail ran?. The Jail has a door¬
bell, aa it requires some forma1117 to gel Into Jail
as well aa to get out of It. on one side of the heavy
door was a Jail officer. In a smart-looking blue cap.
with gold letters on It, and a big key in his hand-
On the other side.the outside.stood a woman,
about thirty, somewhat comely-looking and rather
neatly, though not expensively, dressed. When
the officer had turned the key, and opened the
door part way, and placed himself In an attitude
to resist any attempt on the part of the peraon
outside to break Into Jail, the woman spoke.

"1 know I can't come in," she s%ld, anticipating
the officer's refusal, "but I want you to e.ve these
things to Jim Mooney,'" and she banded the officer
:!*0?r tllpeo small parcels. Then she lingered at
the doorstep a moment as if 1b hesitation, and as
the officer did not clow the dour and had an en¬
couraging smile on hjs face she went on in a
somewhat sorrowful and resigned tone: "I wish
yos wtmld tell him that his wife called and left
these tblugs and that she hopes," and she hesi¬
tated iV-ralu, -she hopes when ha comes out he
won t bevt her again."
"Oh," said the omoer, "his mother called this

morning a&Tleft him some papers and things."
"sue did, tild she!" said tue woman, and the

mildness and resignation left her voice; her eyes
snapp d Ore aiwt her nose seemed to go up at least
t*o points in thv wind. "She did, did she: Well,
I suppose Hlie wii,l go his security again, as she
did l..st time, and lie will come home and beat me
again. That's what -she did. and the very night he
got home he beat tue."'
The officer aid not know, of course, what might

occur in the way of a mo;her going security for her
son, and the woman ttirn«l away, plunging In a
rather desperate way through the slush In front
of the Jail, and then took her road across the com-
mons.
"Well," said the officer to Ton star reporter, as

the eyes of both followed the form of the woman
plodding on over the commons, "that's a case of
motner-in-law. The trouble in that fatally is that
there are two women in love with Mooney. his
mother and Ills wife."

WitAT THE WIFE BROCGHT.
The officer, according to prison regulations,

looked over the parcels left In his hands by the
woman. There was one containing some cakes
and apples, another with a roll of newspapers 1n
it, and tlie third held a good-sized piece of plug to¬
bacco. These were offerings intended to soften
the hard heart of Mooney, laid at bis feet, perhaps,
with a faint hope t hat they might recall some 01 the
love and tenderness that filled his heart once,
when he plighted his troth.
"We see a good deal of human nature here," re¬

marked the officer, after he had sent the package
by another official out to the corridor where
Mooney was contlned. "There are many people,
too, who think the positions here are easy antl do
not require any experience. There are some of us i
who have been here a« long as twenty years, and I
I'll tell you there is not a day passes that we don't
learn something new. There Is something new
comes up in the way of human nature, and you
have got to learn how to treat different kinds of
people. It Is not merely turning a key in a lock."
It was Sunday, and no visitors are admitted to

the Jail on that day to see the prisoners. The
woman who came knew this. She had traveled
all the way from West Washington Just to leave
these trifles, and to have them given to Mooney
with the messago that his wife had left them, she
would have gone home hopeful, and maybe happy,
If it had not been for the chance remark of the
officer about Mooney's mother.

RELIGIOUS DELEGATIONS.
No visiting is allowed on Sunday, but the prison¬

ers have considerable to occupy their minds. In
the morning a delegation from St. Vincent de Paul
Society comes to lali, aud goes from cell to ceil
through the corridors. They talk to the prisoner*,
distribute Catholic publications, and occasion.illy
give them aid In other ways than that of religion.
About noon on every other Sunday comes a band
of devout colored men and women. They do not I
go to the cells, but stay in the rotunda, where
they can be seen by some of the prisoners, and
their voices can be heard by all. Here one of their
numoet, a colored exhorter, preaches in the good
old style, his voice now sounding forth, in flrtn
tones, like a trumpet, now tue cadence changing,
until it seems to die away lu a series of quavers.
Then the women, who have good voices, slug in
the camp-meeting style simple tunes, upon wnlch
they hani; many variations, and occasionally
break rorth In a shout, and the air Is taken up
through the whole JalL

PREPARING FOR SERVICE.
After this visit dinner is served. A little after 2 j

o'clock a herdic arrives, bringing a delegation from
the Young Men's Christian Association. Mean-
while the prisoners who work about the Jail have
rolled out a parlor organ in the rotunda, and
placed before it several rows of long oenches.
They do also what is neglected in most churches,
set out spittoons between t he rows or benches.
Before the delegation from the V. M. C. A. walk in

all the prisoners from one side of the Jail who de-
sire to do so march out and take their scats on the
benches. These prlsone s are there undergoing
sentences imposed by the Police court, tin the
other side of the jail are confined those awaiting
trial, some of them for murder. They are not per-
milted to come out. One reason Is that If they
were given freedom of communication with the
prisoners, some of whom are soon to be released,
it Is feared that they would make up schemes to
effect their escape, perhaps not by a Jail deleverv,
but by some plan to prove an alibi through false
swearing. Those who do come'out number!
about a hundred, and this number In¬
cludes all types of petty criminals. There are
low-browed negro desperadoes,who have been sent j
up for some bloody fight or other with razors or
knives; sneaking looking white men, whose whole
appearance advertise them as petty thieves or
swindlers; the conventional tough, who a free is a
smoothly-shaven face aud walks with a bullying
swagger, boys thai have Ju->t taken their flrst
plunge Into a life of crime. 1 hey couie, too. In all
manners of wearing apparel that Jails can boast-
Some great, hulking colored men loll about on the
benches, happy apparently and comfortable in an
outtli composed only of a flannel shirt, a pair of
ragged trousers, one suspender, and a pair of moc¬
casins or slippers made out of old cloth or bed-
ticking. * row tills primitive costume tne scale
ascends through many stages to the complete
modern outfit of some dandyish prisoner with a
stiff, big collar, a nicely-adjusted cravat,
coat, waistcoat, trousers, shoes, and even
a hat. For. many of these prisoners
bring their hats with them to "meeting " though
they do not go out of the building, perhaps they
have sijuie notion that they may have an oppor¬
tunity between hymas of rising up and w .Iking
out of Jail, and across the commons to freedom.
When all these prisoners have been seated on the
benches, the wisdom of the Jail officials 111 provid¬
ing spittoons becomes apparent. For nearly every¬
one stows away in his Jaw a fresh cut of plug
tobacco as a preparation lot the service.

THE FEMALE PRISONERS.
Two benches in the rear and set a little apart

from the others are assigned to the female pris¬
oners. Only eight of these come out and seven out
of the eight are colored. There Is one young col
ored woman on the end of the bench who has her
hair frizzed in an alarming manner. She is tidily
dressed an<l has a silk bandana thrown around
her shoulders shawl-fasliion.a colored house-
so vaut who has shown too much fondness for her
mistress' wardrobe. The women beside her are
moat of them young, one or two are muscular
and ma.icuiine-lookiug, with round heads and
close-curling hair ana low brows, female despera¬
does, quite us swaggering and as formidable In a
free-flLjhl as some 01 the men on ihe seals in front.
The only while woman is young. Her face and
figure are attractive. She Is attired in a plain
dress of dark reddi«h color, and h>*r hair Is ar¬
ranged in u simple knot at the top of a rather
shapely head, she is a variety actress, arrested
ou a charge of purloining money from a member of
the troupe to which she belonged. The surround¬
ings are evidently new to her, and she watches
wnat goes on with keen Interest. The Jail official
does not have much faith in the motives that bring
these prisoners out of their cells to attend the
services. "Vou see, It la a change for
them," he remarked, "and they like to
come out." It Is the only time that the male and
female prisoners are brought nearenough together
to get a fair look at one another. So there may be
something in that that helps to swell the atten¬
dance at the meetings. From some of the windows
In the woman's ward glimpses can be got of the
cell gratings In the corridors in the wings where
the male prisoners are confined. "You would be
astonished," said the matron to The Stab re¬
porter, "how quickly they discover it and their
aptness In communicating. There was one girl I
caught talking with Nardello when he was here."

"Talking!** said The star reporter.
"Yes," said the matron. "From her window

she could see a portion of his face and hand at his
grating. But that was enough. They had an
elaborate mode of signals. She used to caU him
to the grating by clicking me register in her room.
I came upon her one day while she was talking to 1
him, antl I made her go through the whole thing. I
She told him alio loved him, and kissed him and all ¦

that ."
THE RELIGIOUS EXERCISES.

But Jnst then the Y. M. C. A. delegation, having
taken their chairs about the organ, the services
opened. There was a young lady at the organ,
and an elderly gentleman with silvery hair gav*
out a hymn. It was su.ig with much spirit, man/
of the prisoner^ to whom printed sups containing
the words of the hymns had been distributed,
joining In. Then one of the delegation offered
prayer. The prayer waa abort, aa# the
sermon, by a Methodist minister, and
all the remarks that followed were
made briefly. Several hymns were sung, and the
remarks made nearly all followed the theme of the
sermon, which, was the p .rable of the lost sheep.
Some of the speakers, after a short exhortation,
caded for a show of hands by those who wanted to
be saved, and from the ragged Unesof hands that
went up into the air one would have judged
there was a great unanimity of sentiment la the
congregation on this point. The meeting waa
finally closed with the doxology. The grated
gates of the corridors were swung back, and the
prisoners were marched back to their places.

distributing BEADING MATTER.
While the meeting had been going on a member

of the delegation had been going through the wing
of the Jail where those prisoners are confined who
are nut permitted to come out and take part la the
service, lie carried with hlmanuge package of
papery and looked Uke a newsboy going over his
routa. At each cell door he stopped to speak a
pieasant word ot greeting and u> deliver a paper,
his paperswere taken wuungiy.sometimeseagerly.
They were religious weeklies of various kinds. "I
have been tilsinbuting papers In this way tor
years," the gentleman said toTn Star reporter,
"but I hrve met with but two rebuffs. One waa
from a German, who was accused of murder; the
other was one from a man of considerable intelli¬
gence, who waa ohaiged with committing a fraud

on the Government and afterward died tn the
Eniuotlarr of puramoiiliL Bel<we he left

U, however, he received me kindly aud he used
write to me from th* p»Div*n' larr. Do we

think we see any results from our wori? Why. 1
know of many instances where men lure lieen
thoroughly reformed. There is one man now
who Is one of the moat rcalous and ac¬
tive member* of a church in the cliv.
When we found him here he was charged with at¬
tempting 10 murder his wife. There are other
oases, too. that have come under raj persona; ob¬
servation."
The paper* which are the favorites with the

prisoners. so the prison evangel said, are those de¬
nominational Journals which, while presenting *
fair share of reading of a religious character, con¬
tain much literature of a secular stripe.

SAVED AT THR LAST MOMENT.
The men who vtslt the Jail on the* sabbath

missions become well acquainted with the pris¬
oners and have frequently aided men who were
guiltless in proving their innocence find securing
a pardon. One case the evangel related to Tws
Star reporter was Internamg. a young man was
In jail awaiting trial on the charge of raising a
note fiotn (10 (ofioa The proof was all againsthim, yet he protested his lunownce so earnestly
that the members of the band of evangels werv
convinced of it. He claimed to know nothing
about the criminal t ransail ion whatever. They
set themselves to the task of "working up"the case, to use a detective phrase, b'lt their work
only seemed to convince them more strongly of the
hopelessness or the case, »t»e proof against their
protege was so strong. Uavlng exhausted all
worldly means, they held special meetings of
prayer in behalf of the young man. The trial
came off, and the evidence w hen all in w»s black
and convincing. Just then a man stepped
lorward and ask to be sworn as a wituesa.
"I think," he said, "that 1 can explain this
case." His testimony was taken. lie said
that he came upon . party ot men one night
among whom was the prisoner, who was Intoxl-#
cated. One of them proposed that they put In
the pockets of the young man a nctc, and then,
going into a restaurant, have lilm get clung'' for
ft. The note was put Into the helpless man's
pocket, and the conspirators hustled him off. The
man gave all the details of the transaction, and in
every particular they fitted into the ease so well
that Uie prisoner was acquitt'-d.

IX THE OCKA* DEPTHS.
A Torch-Light Procession at the Hot-

tom off the Va.
ODD FISHES BROUGHT CP BV THE FISH-COMMISSION
NETS.CREATURES THAT LIVE THREE MILES USHER
WATER.THEIR PHYSICAL PUKROUNDINUS . HOW
THEY UGHT IP THE SEA S ABYSS.

In jars and bottles that stand In rows on the
shelves ot a laboratory'at the National Museum
are many strange fishes. To catch such flsh as
these a fisherman would have to go far out Into
the open sea and have a flsh-llne two or three
miles long. These fishes have been studied and
figured and made the subjects of many new and
wonderful chapters of natural history. Dr. Tarle-
ton H. Bean, thecuratorof Icthyology was study¬
ing one of them when a Star reporter Invaded his
laboratory the other day. It was a new species,
one hitherto undesenbed, and, of course, It was
with some reluctance that he put it aside to chat
with a star reporter who wanted to learn tn half
an hour what It has takm a corps oi scientists,
with steamships and sailors and dredging appa¬
ratus, years to fl nd out.

RECENT DISCOVERIES.
Until a few years ago science knew no more of

the forms of life In the ocean depths than it knew
of the Inhabitants of Mars. Myth peopled these
silent somber abyses with fanciful forms, mer¬
maids, goblins, monsters with eyes of horrid
size that haunted whirlpools, guarded wonderful
treasures oi pearLs or held court in splendid sub¬
marine palaces built of corals and beautiful rocks.
Science of couiv: knew that any mermaid or goh-
Un, or other creature that lived In the*1 great
depths must have a pecull ir organization to adapt
It to the physical conditions of life there, and
could construct perhaps on paper a hypothetical
deep-sea launa. At first, knowledge of the exist¬
ence of deei>-sea fishes was obtained from speci¬
mens found floating on the surface, fishes that In
pursuit of prey hHd left their native depl hs and
l>erislie<l. Then deep-sea dredges and beam trawl
nets were called Into use. The British expedition in
the Challenger, American expeditions in the Blake
and the Albatross have given to Hie world al>*>ul
all that Is known of deep-sea fishes, it is from the
netsof the Blake and Albatross thai thebotil«*s
and Jars in Dr. Bean's laboratory have Ix'en tilled,

HOW DEEP SEA-FISH ARE CAUGHT.
Americans have made a number of Improve¬

ments on the apparatus used on the Challenger
expedition for deep-sea explorations. To send
down a dredge or net to the bottom, and haul it up
again, was tne work of a whole day on t he chal¬
lenger, and then If the net did not happen to
strike the bottom right, it wculd come to the sur-
face empty. By the use of wire cable and Im¬
proved apparatus for winding the Albatross party
can make two or three hauls a day. Mr. Alexander
Agassi/ devised a new beam trawl net that would
never miss fire, or so constructed that on which¬
ever sloe It fell It would do effective work, such a
net Is lowered from the vessel Intothe sea. To the
line Is attached an apparatus that (fives notice
when the net reaches bottom. When this occurs
more line Is paid out to give full scope to the net.
Along the Hue at nvular distances are attached
weights that He at the bottom, when all Is ready 1
the steamer Is slowly backed, uutll the net has
been dragged a distance of a quarter of a mile or
more over the bottom of the ocean. The Wrights
along the line k ep the cable down against the
bottom for some distance In front of the net, so
the net Is dragged lying fiat on the floorof the wa.
When the n»*t Is hauled up It Is sure to contain
some fish from the bottom. The net has a mouth
or opening like tho inverted cone oi an eel pot, so
that fish easily find their way in; but once in, can¬
not find their way out. Occasionally a fish
brought to the surface this way will be still trem¬
ulous with life, but most of them are as dead as a
fish aan be.as dead as a mac would be If some
fisherman on the rnoou cast a net to the earth and
dragged him up Into the airless spaces above our (
atmosphere.

THREE MILES CNDER WATER.
Some of these flslics are brought up from a depth

of.'l miles. The Challengercaptured specimens from
a depth of 2,i»0o fathoms. The deep-sea dredg¬
ing parties of the United Slates Fish commission
have gotten specimens fr«m a depth or 'J.IHO tatli-
orns. These deeji-sea fish are many of them bizarre
in appearance One thing coptrary to the fairy¬
tale notions of the sea de thsisthat there is no
great variety or brilliancy of color. This simplifi¬
cation of colors is attributed to the absence of sun¬
light. The colors are generally dark brown or
black, or a silvery white. The oddness of the n.n
is in their shapes and peculiar development of
their organs. There are some of them with huge
heads and little bodies; others with tln.v skulls,
but mouths so huge that the lower Jaw seems to
be pivoted In their stomachs; some with great
tigerish-looking teeth; some wlih Immense round
eyes; others with dttle pin-points of eyes, Hnd
others with no eyes at aiL All of these fish, and
4.V) different kinds have been found and described
by the scientists of t he Pish commission, have long
Latlu names. It may be said to the credit or the
fish that they are not responsible for the names,
as they were contented to go without names until
the Fish Commission net brought them to the
surface.

THEIR PECULIAR SURROUNDINGS.
The structural differences between the deep-sea

flsh and the fish that frequent the shores or remain
near the surface are due to their peculiar physical i
surroundings, the absence ot sun.lght, the in¬
creased pressure of water at such .reat depths,
aud the quiet stillness of the water. At such
depths the water Is not agitated as It is at the sur¬
face, and this favors the development of long, deli¬
cate tentacles or feelers. These tentacles help a
fish In its groping about the dark depths searching
for lood. When the fish are brought to the surrace
most of them appear to be soil, pulpy masses. The I
bones and muscles appear to be teebly developed, j
Tne tissues seem thin, weak, aud easily ruptured.
These conditions, Implying muscular weakness, ;
are apparently inconsistent with the powerful
shape of the jaws aud the rapacious-looking t/delh
of some of the predacious fishes.

THE DIFFERENCE OF PRESSURE.
It must be remembered, though, that at the

depth ot a thousand fathoms the pressure upon a

flsh, or any other body. Is equal to a tou to a
square Inch. These flabby-looking fishes that can
be tied in a knot at the surface at such depths are
firm-bodied and vigorous. Wnen a fish adapted by
organization to these depths is brought to the sur¬
face, frequently their bodies are ruptured, tnelr
viscera protrude, their eyes start out, and they
present the appearance ot having suffered a fright- I
fuldeath. When the fish ascends, aud the pres-
sure upon Its body becomes less and lets, theguses '
In Its body begin to expand, and the expauslon
causes the demoralized appearance ot the fish. If
the fish could be popped up out of the sea In an In¬
stant, It would probably explode with a bang
when It reached the surface.
To the absence oi light is due many of the most

wonderful peculiarities of the deep-sea fish. Some
of them are totally blind, having no eyes at all. or '

mere rudimentary eyes, others have huge eyes,
so organized as to collect as many light rays as

possible, sunlight, it is said, does not penetrate
to a depth of 200 athorns, if mere is anr light
there at all it is the merest glimmer, ana below
that depth there Is absolute darkness.

CARRYING THEIR OWN LIGHTS.
Now these deep-sea fishes being cutoff alto¬

gether from the sun-light, many of them foimlsh
theirown light. They have no organized gas com¬
panies, but each furnishes his own lights-carries a
lantern or torch around with him. They have or¬
gans that emit a phosphorescent gleam and shed
light on their patn. some of them carry little
torches tn the form ot tentacles (hat rise from the
tope of their heads. Many of them have regular
symmetrical rows of luminous spots along Uteir
sides. These flsh go flashing through the water
Uks a torch-light procession. Sometimes when
brought to the surlaoe these spots still glimmer
with light. Dr. Bean thought it passible that some
of these Hah were completely enveloped In Ugnu
Nearly all the deep-sea fishes brought up have
been found to bj allied to some species of shore or
peiaglc flshea The pelagic fishes are those that
live Lar out at ass, but near the surface. Home of
them come rarely to the surface, andIs their struc¬
ture seem to form a connecting link between the
surface and the bottom of the sea. It is supposed
that the fish at the bottom represent degt aded
types Their ancestors were once shore nsh or
pelagic flsh. Driven by their foes or by the disap¬
pearance of their food supply, or other unfavorable
conditions;, they have crept out from the shore
along the bottom until they have become deep-sea
flsh. Else they have bees pelagic flsh and gradu¬
ally descended vertically. Evidences are now
offered that the halibut Is being driven to greater
depths. In course off time, If this be true, the hail-
but, thus forced into new physical surroundings
will develop special organs, and finally may jo.n
the torchlight procession at the sea-bottom.

Xnrtn Mitchell, professor off astronomy in Vamar
Collage, has been granted lndsonits leave ofah-
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"Speaking of crime* and who commit
said a detective to a sr *k reporter, "worn *n ar»'
not given h*lf the credit they terrv tor working
sharp games an<l coukQIttlng large robberl *.

The pi in* which they devise and execute would
surprise even person* who have t he greeted confl-
deuce In the ability of the tall sex. aoueume
ago." continued the detective, "a gentleman took
the afternoon tram id New Yofk for this city. He
seated hlm*e',f in a p rlor car, and took >st hi-
dlaiy to make a record H It. In to do-
luff 1* dropped a card l*anng the nam-
of a Washington lady, on the bark of Uii*
cart the gentleman had wrlttiM* a smtonaduni
of a business eng.flr» ne-nt uith a New \ ork m* r-
chant whose name cin n-x appear on thee»nt
When the engagement Wjit. made the gentleman
did not happen to have a note-book or * bank
piei-e of paper In his pocket nd so used the card
which he happened to hav.* lu In* pocket for the
purpose of making the iu< :i.«v.nl'itu. I'nder ordl-
u.iry circumstances tne wrd wcsi .1 have remained
where It tell uuttl sw. pt out with other rubbish
and ihrown Into the fltv or on souie ash pi e: but
an advt nturrs*. or a female wh" ui.«k>-s her living
by her wits, who occupied a M*at near the gentle,
man, picked up the card sllortly .1 fer the arrival
or the train In this city a man called at the resi¬
dence of ttie lady whose .lame appeared on the
card and stated to her the tacts in relation to the
card and or the m< morandum of an en£a£viaent
written on the back of It. The lady, ot
course, denied what Uae man t Id her, but
be showed her the card lieartng ler
name, which she at omi' reotgaized. Tne m.in
positively refused to sls'w her » h it wa* on the
back ot the caul. The lady or dventur>-*s whn
employed him. lie s 11 -1. » nt <1 *1.000 tor the sur-
render of the card. Ttw advent ur>-** was stopping
at a fashionable hotel, ami her address was Ml
for future reference. The lady at once comisum-
cated with the gentleman '#I10 had l>«st the cant,
and who bad not, up to th» t time, ii .ti, ed his loss.
A second interview was arranged, and instead ol
the man the advenltir>-sa herself ap|» ared and met
the gentleman who hail hurt the cart, she de¬
manded tl.uuo for the <*ird. The New Yorker at
first put on a bold front *nd thre.iteu.-d j>rre«t, but
lhNill.l not frighten her. He Bually paid o\ct
(.'.00 and her traveling uipeaMa to New \ork lot
the card.

renrKssiONAt. saoPt.trTEKs.
"Then," said the dectertlve, "th-re is a class ol

wotnen who are known ti* professional shoplifter*.
They go in |talrs, and .luring a sluifle day will
manage to get Uicctter several hundred dollars
worth ot One goods. ot*f <*><v will do the steal¬
ing. she enters a store, selects an article which
She examines, and loid* 11 or U) some way gets It
ready lor \iolstliig. She loliis or doubles it in
such way that she 1 ao e.islly conceal it. she prol>-
ably selects a valuab.e piece oC lacs-, or a number
ot expensive lace handkerchiefs, or some other
valuable article. Then ber couieicrate attracts
the attention of the clerk aud chats with
him until numtier ot»e has concealed her
article and made way with It. A (rood
shoplifter always goes prepare"! to take
and conceal articles of almost any size, sue has
large poekets in tier ouw-r garments, sometimes
attached to her shawl and sometime* arranged tn
a cloak or coat. She .also wears large false
pockets attached to her u,e.<»rsklrts or fastened
about her waist or other underwear. In which
artlelesesn be inserted through a silt made In Iter
dress tor that purpose. These talse pockets are
usually tastened with a large fcalety pin, so that in
case the woman Is detected lu her work the pin
Can be opened, lettl Ug tile po»*et containing the
valuable plunder fall under her dress so she can
pass on over It. sometimes these pocket* are
fastened with a cornet string run through eyelets
with the loop fastened 00 the outside, so that by
opening the loop tile thief can instantly get rid of
the plunder.
"A favorite mode followed by shoplifters wno

work alone Is to Use a uiufl as a means of conceal-
ItiK stolen articles. A large fiockct Is made inside
the tnuff, which is placed on the counter. The
thiel places the back of h -r right hand across the
top of the mutt near one end, w blch partially con¬
ceals the article selected. A li'^k arranged tn»ide
the tnufl Is worked with the lell hand, and the
article Is slowly drawn Into the mufT. Couiutou
shoplifters d.> not work usually with such devices,
ana can seldom carry off tint one article.

HOW OS'K WOMAN DID IT.
"Molly Ilolbrook, one of the smartest shoplifters

in the world," he continued, "work'il very suc-

cessfally In an entirely different manner, she
dnSiseo richly. Durlnir her first\lslts to large stores
she w ould make c nu ii -dve purchasi's. sueh visit s

she wouid r>'tx-at until she Im. auie knouu to the
pruprletor and chTks as gi««lcu»i.imer. As such
she would lie trusieil about the store, ami neter
watched. Her visits to the sior- became frequeot,
and sometimes she made small purchases, she
would 111 ike use of these ooport jmiles to li*>k
about the store, and carry oil Willi her go <ls of
niorv 1 han tea times the value ot her purchase.
Kepeated visits ol till* kind would Is made, aud
Molly would secure huuiredsol dollars' worth or
good's. 1 >nrlng each vl*it Molly's confederate
would stand in front of the ^tore, so that 111 ev<-ni
ol her b>-ing delected the 'iillc'e' could te given by
the confederate so she would have a chance to
escape.
"Then there arc thieves known as "early morn¬

ing workers.' The gang !*> usually made up of two
females and two males. After a lious- Is selected
as a tie-Id of operai Ions, the f< male* enter t he store
shortly alter thearriialor the nrst clerk, fine
silks tnd laces are called f»r and are spre id on the
counter Oy the clerk. Yheu one of the males
enters aad calls the clerk aside while the other
watches on the outside. While the clerk s atten¬
tion Is engaged by the man the females have time
to load up and before I he cleri discovers his loss
the quartette are out of sight.

A CLEVER RORRERY.
.One of the cleverest robberies ever committed,"

said the detective, "wasconcocted by a female who
selected a male to act as her confederate, bhe en¬
tered a Jewelry store early one morning and aske.i
to lie shown some diamonds, tellinj the clerk that
she wanted a fine oae to present to a gentleman
friend. A tray of precious s'.ot.es was placed upon
the show-case, a.xl one by one were shown her by
tlie clerk. ITesently t he wmtcderate entered the
store and attracte<i the attention of the clerk by
offering for sale a pa.r of earrings. The lady had
betwrteu her thumb and forefinger it the time
a solitaire worth When the clerk turned
back the valuable stone hail disappeared.
He accused the female of the theft, but
she proti-sXHl her Innocence, Isit he neverthe¬
less had her arrested. A woman was brought to
s arch her, but the uiissitig diamond not being
found In her possession. *he was releas'-d. The
store, to 1, was searctMXl. iKlt the missing )*-wei
coulil not be found. Two or three weeks pa*s>-d,
but nothing was learned cou. ermng the mi*slng
diamond, riien a man sappoaed to be the tm-

inah's conlederate visited the si ore early one
mo.-iiliig and admired some vases sitting on the
top shell, lie told the porter that he would like
to look at them, but the Latter said lie could u<*t
sell them. The man said that he did not desire to
liiake the purchase, but merely ueslreJ to mike s
selection tor his wife, who would call during
the day. The porter got a six pladdcr and
let the man ascend and ex tulue the
vases. Later lu the morning, wheu
the clerks arrived, the norter told them of Ids
early visitor. The head e.erk al on -e suspect-d
something wrong. He inspected the top shelf
where the vases uad t*-ea, and ther>- saw w here
the diamond had ploug'heu through the dust that
h id settled on the shell and also where the man's
tlhtfers had left marks 1l the dust when he picked
up the precious stone. The woman had t .»**ed the
diamond up while the clerk's head w as turned, a:il
the coulederale, who was watching, knew exactly
where 10 look for It. He w a* never lound by the
police nor was the diamond recovered.

DKOrriKG A H1I.I.

"Females have revived an old racket which has
been worked by bank sneaks for years," sa.d the
detective. "A merchaut stands at a bank counter
counting' his money. A nicely-diessed lady-like,
looking woman enters aud as she approaches the
window lets a note of some kind fall from her
hand to the noor. The natural pollleuess of the
merchant causes him to stoop and pick up the bill
for the lady. While he Is dolug so the lady's
confederate picks several oiu»irom the merchant's
pile and leaves the bank btjfore the money Is
missed."

FEMALE PICE POCKETS.
"Tlw female pickpocket who -works' a crowded

store selects as a victim a person who is either
careless w ith her pocket book, or who Is busily en¬

gaged making purchases. The pocket of the vic¬
tim Is Invariably on the rig hi side of the dress,
and the thiel stands witu the lelt side toward the
right side of her victim, being can- 1)1 to always
keep her lert hand expose^ while w lth her right
hand crossed over under her suawl she takes ine
pocketbook, or II Hie victim carries a valise or bag
on her ami she lakes the contents of that, leaving
the bag. Wheu she "works' a crowded car, wheie
she Is unab.e to see the (tockeibooks, she 1* com¬
pelled to do what the thieves calls ¦fanning.' That
Is to move through the crowd and feel for the

Kkelbooks. viany persons w ho are overhauled
hat wa)' never notice it, and never know that

any one has attempted to locate their pocketbook
for the purpose of securing it-"

IN TUB Gt'lSE or CERTANTS.
"There is still another class of women known as

dishonest house servants. They are not the ordi¬
nary servant girls who steal some small articles
simply because they see a good chance, but are
women who seek employment lor the purpose of
assisting male companions in robbing the house.
They usually come well indorsed, and can show
as ifuod letters 01 recommendation as any person.
Their business Is to locate the valuables In the
house and leave open a door or window through
which an entrance can easily be eWected. The
woman having done ilim gives a 'tip' u>
her *pal' and some night, when everything
is quiet, the house is stripped of lu valu¬
ables In the morning tne girl will over¬
sleep herxell, so that some other member of
the household will be the Ilrst to discover the loss.
The woman soon gets dissatisfied with ber place,
or hsr health Is impaired, and it is necessary for
ber to have a rest, she baa been a good servant,
and the head of the famhy willingly gives her a
letter of recommendation. In this way she get*
so many good letter* from good citizens that she
Is able to get a position in almost any family.
Many persons who are victimized In this way
wonder how it is that burgmas can enter the bonne
and go directly to the rooUi aud bureau drawer
where the valuables are, and escape »o easily with¬
out even knocking oxer a chair or making a noise
of any kind.

ookroues omATon.
"There Is a class of woaea. who travel on steam¬

boats and steam care and victimize many men."
continued the detective. "Such a woman gets her¬
self up attractively, wearing expea*lve anire. 8b
is always a stranger from a tar off city, aad expects
to and a long tost brother, sister, or other rein-

UW, «| (XTnttr Wl'V-lH »« WT Vietl*
t»«<T»lly none kinil-lMtr .) oW gentlsoisn wllk »

(oal-si/nl purkHtiouk. Jth» tell- hits «fco«bf h,
-<n.l wboui »Im* i v|»M\ |iu* delighted «ll» 1s M
think that nbe l« to m«e« the ng !>».< rrlattva,
but mill nhc thai nh . m»y fall Into hart lie*
becaui* -he I- ¦ nlranger ii. tow n. and sugg**«tn w
the osl limmi tnst a* she l» Ui . vehicle be
may aa well d > her the kindm** to e««n*i Ut to
in* hotel. H--. naturally. nympn<W Willi
lif, and ii vtillnc to si-eompanj tier w
th" boteL that nbe may not tail Into l> d
liaod- and get riddied. lie interests htraaelt
in her in-half. When tie- ch» I* remM ah' calls
th«' driver of alml and onl.-r* lil-n t« drive her
in the hotel. *he of «our** enter* the hack flrv_
and M ain her*'l( no thai III* |*irketli >ok «III be
"O hit Md*'. i mi the «ai to 1hi litI(ft the) engage
m a |«le St#: i-hat, and when I lie hotel In r» a< bed
.kelluuU the gentleman for III- kltiditeiw- M
enter* the hotel,* bile the ha. k l.» dr.ven nf la
allot uer direction with lia gentleman o.-cupanUMaddenly he mlnm- -onus hlng from hia |n*-ket.Ills baud In a. t\*w> bin breast, and, to hi*
sorrow, he On It bin |» l>>'ttMHi pne. He hastens
lisck to the h<it«-l whir1 lo* left the fair one onijr
ten or nftfeu minute* lietore, and lesni* that »!ie
Ik not .bi|i|ntii; ibex ; ihat a wmlf an-*Ting hT
descrtpMon hut in ide * uie lt..mir|e« in the office
aboul *mii' individual who n in w ««lb the hotel
and lea. but In *l>«| direction »U» aitit
no oue know*. lie canX afford to
have hi* lutie . n.ar an ¦I aalue a|i|tear III the n»*v
paper*, for he thltikn tbal III- aide of the »'nr> will
notN In UKtiil. so be bi-vi-r f"ttip'iiii« la the
|»4tce. or if h- dnei.be Mm- to ^it. tin name
and nothing . lb l»- iione. iilln-r f. male- make a
imng by m--- ing gi-i.'a-tnen iu He regular waj,mvlnic au lntrodu> lion A -upper at wonie IIM-
i lann dlnlnk'»aioon loi|i>«» an t ihe gi-n |i*ti>«n a«'-
oompanies ber btsne It I- earn In the eveningand lie at'cep'» an liivilaiioa lo -|-nd tie- '-\' iiiu
with a party of what he -upi*.-.-- i.. he i.idlen an«
gentlemen. He *»« find* nimaeirm a |*iker gainswhich he can never beat. Thla clan* of wwn-s
aie Miup!y vnppsts' I t gamblers, and mm* .
man l» nibbed la a tnebdiv game under -neb eir-
CUMUMtt.

AS OIK POD).*.
- Many an old man t* xeeu ou 'be »ii*xf tlir'inc

trlta nouie moel* -dn-*i.>1 female," -. i<l tba i»e.
tertlve. "After walklim wi- ral n<|naieN «rh-*t' b«
thlt.k* no one n>e- Imn. h- «p--ak* to her. Kim
Inn.liter, later I lie> walk aloin; ehatllntf, and after
a while they turn Into »Hur Mde atre«t Tbe r in-
ver».Uon b«»men lutereMiui;, and M.-lienir u,e
couple are omirobleil hi a man ali-i hi- .. iuwUI
blrwlfr.' He threaten* dlvon-*'pro-.¦.dtiic:
lie knoa* lb'-iu»u -niuu", ati l will ti n- b.in a- a
wttaeaa. lie t-not angry at tli- old wan, hut la
rather glad h-- met t hi m. The uiler t uink-nf t Ua
dtacrboeof MuOMm lol »IU a divor. e . a-»',and t»vtlia 'o a|*l'V.I/e. Mie tella tb>*<4d I..an thai

, «poinft.-s air not b^ etwiary. and ealia blm i-;d
'tilve me a hundred doUarv -lie aayis 'and I'll nv
thi'uf- all rl^ht.' II la wlllitiK. >hd eoi-ld *
lilliiMelf luek> l4if*iiHlt of the «.-ra}>e no eheap.
He habda over t he money atul I aki n ti.- departi, > ¦^!i aviui; the husliaiid and wife i|ii ireiing \- -ton
aa he in out of night tbe «|U iirellng cnuph- eoiii#
euililenly lo leruin and dtMdetbe money I right.
<-neil out ol the old man. Hikt a one n an tbl- are
iilentlful, fctid mam iimminent |>ernon* are m.
lltvitlol their moui) by thla game."
advimm. I'M i: PHi.Mni:>r.

The Father ml l.m-nbat k« tllra4< m
Wbltr M»n«r Kr<rpllaa-l i|>lnlnlH(
Hia Thearn-*.

He was a little old gi-ntietii id of a very oil
tn-hool, and, ita he pao-d I 'litemplatlvely among
the throug of modern i lll/eun wailing m tle- f aMt
lioorn lo ^hake the Presidential lialel, he luanl
like a leaf of tiaU-forgoiiob lilntory that had fluu
lered by mlalake Into a late imveL HI- ruM
lunoni. hlahlgb cidlar and Moi k, lil-i-oat of ancient,

i cut, bin eipannne lirow, half-«'ov<Ted by npani
thin liK'kn of a li.te. markeil lum lor iMKral not .-e,
ainl, though he hiodenily n nuMif the darki-ni inr.
nerofthe rooin for liln perambalattann, bin move.
luentawerecluaely watched by the other caller\

| who (teemed lo wonder w ho he wan and what lie
Wanted, lie kept In the background, even wle-n

I the ITvnldeui c.uie- thraUkb the laigi foiling
doors, alnl the jieoplti crowdml Into a phaiank
around bliu. ami he ntill w alked to and iro and
Illumined and nhmik III- head aa though n bean*
lug all anticipate,1 Intel\lew
At last I he end of Uie lllie of caller- wan re*c!|i-d

and the President wan alnmt tot turn to liln of.
j tlcewhcii om of ilie u-leT- -t- |>piug forward ar-' mud liln attention, ami. w aking tM ipii-er lllUa
lint ti out of III- reverie, pri-aentml hiui a»:
"i'oL Taylor, of i lilcagn, Mr!
The Piinldent sh'iok bl- band lieartllj-, and an M

hlscumom. gave hltu a warm gri-etiu^. ibuaeu*1 Inlldelied the Iillonel V.-UtU'ed;j "yuite a lit t le mi iw, sir!
"Ii *, yen," re-pun led ibe |*rr«ident. **Mit yoa

muKt have a great deal or nb>»> out in >our partof the countrv."
Hastilyaaaentlngtothin the little old man edged

around the l"r>*il«*nt a- be wan mo%1ug toward
the door, tb i- barring bin retreat, and brought liln
face into nub conn lent I il relat I-hi- w it h the Pie.
I dent'» l hat t lie re-t of hi- Wlird- W i-re hint. A- III!
talki-d he grew excited, anil euii banl/i -l bin state,
tiji-nts with u mg of hi- hand, and -uch af»>
ri-itin botitilug ol 111- hi-adthat Ll- lii-ci. s-i-iie-d !¦
danger of (Usi(nation.

'I In- -mall knot of visitors who had returned fur
a last glliiijim of the beauties of the K.ist I( «hh.
watch d the pair with Interest, but the I'n-nideut
gradu ill) eii.-ed a.ong, lacking tlr-t to i i,e nfc.itand then to tie left until lie Wanout of nlgbU *

W lii-n the colonel r- «|i|»-ara lew minutes
later 111- wrtnkhnlface Won- an iwld llllle nmlle of
sat isfact ion. a tupanied bv h .lf-ullend words
probably rej»eat«d irom the Pr-ridential llpv ||i<*
hat, ironed ob an antique biia-k, hi- :< iig nine
muffler .m l h s short top on: la> on a chair m- if
one of the luatilei plis-en, » bete a Sr»K r- JnirtcfMood.

Tin coiovei. si.tricn iiih m;
and sot It ai4Uai>.'ly over tun baldnen*. c..refully
w i apifd his iiiuftler over his ntm-k, an « tti- u ie ,d
hm mercoat out lo the iejHirti»r, *aylug:
"Hold I' for tne-"
And no the -erlte- dr>ppi-l Ills |a-n 11 and bin in.

splrallon and bel|e*d tbe odd little man into Jut
coat, remarking:
"Iou hail q'ilte a chat with Hie Presl t-nt. «t»
"Yes, n-n|»onled tin- colonel, »n-' -litig i|uli klfaroutel and tbn wing bin bead hack; "I t Id bl:u

that I wanted to ta k a lltUe poiltl * and a lot 'if
money. Vou -as-, I know n rv i.i iltbat le-Is aU
UM st presnt-d lo death a ilh bunlti-ss, abl I tle-llgbfc
that if 1 could get at bltil at tn - fag end of II.c lis
cepUon 1 lulglit le- alue lo t<'li In n smuKjil«(.

THI CDUIVtl 'li nix.
"I want him," niowlng the flom of hi« wurds a

| little to emphasize bis diction; "I Want him to
save tbe people of these | nlt'-lM iii-
a year." Then he stepp<-d hack a short -11- ano-1 <»

j view theelTeci of this statement. "Twenty lull.
lious annually." lie r»-|.en'e,t. returning to in<«! charge, iiookn.g Ins l-'th lor Anger ti. nigh tha
buttonhole of the r"|n>rlot'- coat. " llow ?" r-ns-
tlnued thecoionoL "Why, by stopping the |n-u«
oi all those bonds lor the hyp : u«n aliou irf tbn
National Jlatil uolen.by stopping He m-u. ol tb-»
nolen thetuneh ea,' n,riklug liln v ne, to a whisper,
and eag igiug thi oi her la|» l of 1 ne r i«.rt-i h co*t
srHh his other forefinger. »ir: l want tils
to recommend totougmw, the ri-11 Won of tbe
drculatlmf mediums from t >tir to inns., sir. W<
now have gold, silver, greenback-atel bank note*,"
counting on li s linger-, first burrieitiy iibuonkin/
tbein fioin the Isuttubholes. Hi ti, wiih a i*a|
of his hand.

.vct orr thi i.AaT o*f.. mk!"'
Cut out Ihs hantc notes, atul lea. » t bree. slr| | Vnd
I told him, and I tea you, coofldeMlaily, that if
tirover t'leveiand will re-oinui .¦imJ that measure ta

\ t'otigress.» biil'U b.ip|» ii, sir? He'll be re-elect--d,
sir. sure as fate, sir!"
"Yes, that b Ignt In- a r id card," ventured the

reporter,towhom this talk of filial****Wat HebrwK^
"A ipnid card, sir? retort.-d th- colon -l, rai-it g

liliiim li on b - to-s. "Wuy, It wonla In- a full
hand, sir. Now I sugge-ie-l tbeissueot tu( green-
backn to Atie l.incoln. When we mere n hhI ng t he
country w It h t hone Inmdn, nir." shaking Uie repor¬
ter aa though be were a detest.>! inmd,

"iNil CHASK WAS IIKIIII TO no IT,
I came up hen and sent my card in to Liucoln. Ha
scut out word, sir, to admit me at ouo-. When I
went In he locked the door and sai l: 'Now well
hi-.vo au hour's talk on thin matter.' "

" 'No Mr. President.' saVn I. -| can tell you HO
much 111 half an hour that )uu won't want to b ar
any riore,' and I sliowa^l hi to »oweo>> and how
ecobomlcal II would be, ami »». w hut he did! lis
ord-red the Issue oi the greenbackn lie u-asl to
call rue the father of the greenbacks.'

I.ISOILS 8 I I PI KK.
"By the way , did you ever t-e, i.in-oin'n Jetterf"

grabbing his liat iroui Ids b- ad and thrusting bis
baud Into the dntng.
"No,"muruiur>-d the rejnirtiT. "hut If you will

excuse me while 1 write this lii-m 1 shall bo
»"

^"Oh. dont mention It," he rep iml, backing off,
adding, with 1- generous Wave of his h.ibd, "taks
.11 the time you want, I'm in uo hurry."
Thus encouiagi-d. the scribe collected the scat,

tered "etnnsntsot bin inspiiatlon and sadly wrots
a tew lines. Then he luru d lo I he coionel, w hn
stood at Ilia elbow again, ho.dmg a slip oi pa|«-r
toward hiui, and wllh a weak smile took the pr«-
clous documetit. It w as a (Iin.u-l copy of a letter
irom President Liucoln to -i'oL Hick l ay lor." r>*.
pealing in the short terse piinises of his well,
known style the history of the greenbacks, »»
already set forth by tne colonel.

.«-j i,'. has beeu printed hundrt ds of times, sir,"
explstbed the .lllie oid man. caiefuUy folding U
and replacing It under the band of his hat; "but I
thought Uiat maybe you had i.oi seen IL."

AltVISISO UNtX>LK.
told Abe Uncoln to study lit, twenty years

before be was elected President, and be said Ui me.
many a time, that if he had nut studied law bo
would never n»ve catne here. Hut If orwr
Cleveland will only recommend to C'|Higrem what
I suggest to him " and ne itnapped hi* fingers to
eiiireas such an Indifference ns be thought Ilia
President might feel, after having iulrencbod
himself in Ok Taylor's bulwarks.

.i,ooil-bye:" remarked the ltul<* old man. again
covering hi* eai»ansive forehead witu bis autiquo
liaL .<iood-b> er he repealed, moving closer to
the reporter, and raising bimwif on his tiptoe*
and whispering, "and he prom sed me that be d
make the appointment right iw»>I" Ana then us
was off lor the door, snak ng his bead and warliag
his cane, while U»e reporter hurrtod out Into thi
anow-aturui.

A Doctor la Karaa* <lti h*
During the past two days I hare treated several

people lor Iron n hand.- and (scu In one or two
cases I hare found it very difficult to treot them
on account of their plunging their tos -n members
In hot water is- holding them .. «*n» pruiimltr
to n red-hot Move. The beat pontile way to draw
out the cold from fnaen pons Is tu plunge Umso
into »oe or snow-water containing a liberal supplyor saltpeter or common nail, and then submittingthem to a rigotoua rubb . g with a coarse towel i«
¦lapping with the handa U> restore circulation. In
.-"f cases aui^utatlou has bssu fou id r
what* u»e paUsnl has fooHshlj appUsd hot smm,


